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Zakharov
Denies

He Spied

‘I Was Set Up,’
Soviet Says of FBI

By Dody Tsiantar

Speciai to The Washington Post

NEW YORK, Sept. 16—Soviet
Spy suspect Gennadi Zakharov,
speaking to reporters for the first
time since his arrest, denied today
that he was involved in any espio-
nage activities and attributed his
arrest to “an atmosphere of spy ma-
nia.”

Appearing at a hastily called
news conference at the Soviet Mis-
sion here, Zakharov repeatedly in-
sisted that he was set up by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and
said there was no connection be-
tween his case and that of Nicholas
Daniloff, a Moscow correspondent
for U.S. News & World Report.

“I was set up,” Zakharov said.
“Mr. Daniloff was detained in my
country for espionage. He was of-
ficially indicted for his activities.”

Flanked by three Soviet officials,
a generally cheerful Zakharov, who
has grown a mustache since his
Aug. 23 arrest, waited for questions
to be repeated to him in Russian
even though he is fluent in English.
The event appeared to be designed
to parallel the news conference
Daniloff held in Moscow on Sunday.

Calling his arrest a “provocation,”
Zakharov said he believed it was de-
signed to “undermine or undercut
relations between the United
States and the Soviet Union.

Zakharov said he was physically
hurt during his arrest and was sur-
prised to find that the men who ap-
prehended him were FBI agents. “[
thought they were terrorists be-
cause so many Russian citizens are
subject to threats here,” he said.

Zakharov complained that he was
not able to consult with Soviet au-
thorities until six hours after his ar-
rest, adding that the time he spent
in a “cold and damp” cell was psy-
chologically difficult for him. ,

A physicist employed by the
United Nations, Zakharov acknowi-
edged that he obtained “research”
materials from a Queens College
computer major, whom he called
“John.” He said John had placed an
ad on a college bulletin board, of-
fering his research and technical ex-
pertise.

But U.S. officials said Zakharov
first recruited the informant, a per-
manent resident alien from Guyana,
when the informant was a student
at the college in 1983.

“As far as secret or confidential
materials were concerned, I never
asked for them,” Zakharov said. “I
was completely surprised when
John gave me a package which con-
tained secret documents.”

He also denied paying John
$1,000, although he admitted he
was carrying a “great deal of mon-
ey” at the time of his arrest.
Zakharov also said he believed that
John’s decision to become an Amer-
ican citizen brought “heavy-handed
pressure” on him, forcing him to go
to the FBI.

Soviet officials at the mission
barred several reporters, photo-
graphers and camera crews from
attending the news conference. Ev-
geny Kutonoy, a Soviet delegate to
the United Nations, said this oc-
curred because of limited space. He
reminded reporters that Soviet
journalists were not invited to at-
tend Daniloff's news conference
two days ago in Moscow.

Zakharov and Daniloff were re-
leased from prison Friday to the
custody of their respective ambas-
sadors in an arrangement worked
out between the two governments.

The FBI, responding to
Zakharov's charges, issued a state-
ment saying that the bureau’s af-
fidavit seeking search and arrest
warrants and Zakharov's indictment
“both met the requirements of
probable cause.”

“The FBI will not add credibility
to today's assertions by Mr.
Zakharov and has no further com-
ment,” the statement said.



